[VII:2 A] It has been taught: R. Yosé says, “Betar lasted for fifty- two years after 
the destruction of the Temple. And why was it destroyed? Because 
they lit candles after the destruction of the Temple. 


[B] “And why did they light candles? Because the councillors of Jerusalem 
were in session in the middle of the city.” 


[C] Now when they would see someone going up to Jerusalem, they 
would say to him, “Now we have heard about you that you want to 
be appointed magistrate and councillor.” 


[D] He would say to them, “That is not in my mind at all.” 
[E] “Now we have heard about you that you want to sell your estate.” 
[F] He would say to them, “That is not in my mind at all.” 


[G] His fellow would then say to him, “Then write down what you 
want to do, and I shall sign the document.” He would write, and 
the fellow would sign. They would then send the [forged] deed of 
sale to the [man’s steward, and say to him, “If Mr. So-and-so 
should come to take over his estate, do not let him do so, because 
it was sold to us.” [So they stole peoples’ estates. | 


[H] When he heard this from them, he would say, “Would that the leg 
of that man [me] be broken, but he [I] will not go to Jerusalem!” 


[I] This is in line with the following verse of Scripture: 


[J] “Men dogged our steps so that we could not walk in our streets; 
our end drew near; our days were numbered; for our end had 
come” (Lam. 4:18). 


[K] “Men dogged our steps” — the path to that house [the 
Temple] was desolate. 


[L] “Our end drew near” — the end of that house had come. 


[M] “Our days were numbered’’— the days of that house were 
numbered. 


[N] And also the men [of Betar] did not have a good end. 


[O] “[He who mocks the poor insults his Maker]; he who is 
glad at calamity will not go unpunished” (Prov. 17:5). 


[VII:3 A] There were two brothers in Kefar Haroba. The Romans at tacked [the 
village] and killed the people. They said, “To end the matter, let us 
bring a crown for their heads.” 


